Christ Calling
THE WEEKLY NEWSLETTER for SUNDAY JANUARY 8, 2023

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church
445 Anndale Road, Waterloo, ON N2K 2E3
Phone: (519) 885-4050
Website: www.christwaterloo.ca
Email: office@christwaterloo.ca
Pastor David Malina: pastor@christwaterloo.ca
“A Christian community worshipping together and working with others, locally and globally,
to serve those in need, to care for the earth, and to work for justice.”
SUNDAY WORSHIP 10:00 AM (IN-PERSON & LIVE-STREAMED)
TUESDAY MEDITATION GROUP 12:15 PM (ALTERNATING WEEKLY BETWEEN ONLINE & IN-PERSON)

Living the Questions/Faith Exploration Group (LQ)

Pr. David Malina
Dear Friends in Christ, beginning soon—watch for upcoming announcements—I’ll be hosting a “Living the
Questions (LQ)” group (in-person) intended to offer a safe space to raise those faith/meaning/purpose
questions that often cross our minds, but we may not often express. Let’s create a nonthreatening environment in our gathering times, where honest, probing questions can be
raised and explored without fear of criticism or judgement, questions like; What do I really
think about Jesus?, How “true” is the Bible, honestly?, What do I really believe about God,
if at all? What is prayer? Is there an afterlife? Does evil exist, and if so, is it truly embodied
and personified in someone called Satan?
In this LQ group, not only will we be able to explore our questions and Christianity more
fulsomely, but also this group will provide good learning and preparation for those wishing
to affirm their baptism (“Confirmation”) in June. So far we have one person indicating their desire to do so.
The intention is to meet for approximately an hour on a bi-weekly basis, following worship on Sunday morning
(11 am- 12 pm), until June. The first group time (in the next week or so) will be announced soon; watch for it.
In the meantime, know that this group is open to all in our congregation—anyone who wishes to explore the
honest questions we all live with. Let me know in advance if you want to participate! See you there!
dmalinachurch@gmail.com

Happy Birthday January Birthday People!
Donna Hodgin (Jan 2), Graydon Peppler (Jan 5), Jeffrey McLaughlin (Jan 7),
Jordan Hoekstra (Jan 9), Kendra Brown (Jan 11), Keith Myra (Jan 14),
Kayla Schenk (Jan 16), Tina Steinberg (Jan 19), Sandra Weir (Jan 20),
Paul Bosch (Jan 21), Evyleen Litt (Jan 23), Susie Malina (Jan 23),
Luke Cousineau (Jan 26), Kiera Fiebig (Jan 26), Michelle Fiebig (Jan 29),
Perry Falcioni (Jan 31), Julie Gerber (Jan 31)
This Photo by Unknown Author is
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Let’s Do Lunch!
Friday January 27 or Sunday January 29
TAKE OUT LUNCH!!!!!
Order homemade soup, a sandwich and dessert for pick up on Friday, January 27 from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. or
Sunday, January 29 at 11 a.m. after church.
Attached you will find the order form. Pick your choice of sandwich, soup and dessert for $5. each.
All proceeds will be donated to the Operating Fund. Treat a friend, treat yourself.
Orders taken until Sunday, January 22 at 4 p.m.
Call Eloise (519-884-5973) for more information.

Book Club Wednesday January 11 & 25 at 7 pm
Sue Monk Kidd The Book of Longings (2020)
You’re invited! Zoom in this coming Wednesday January 11 at 7 pm, using this link:
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85777974919?pwd=V1pVUWhGbyt2NERNdDNtVzVsMGVBQT09
Meeting ID: 857 7797 4919
Passcode: 509036
Let’s talk about your reactions to this book about Jesus in his 1st century historical/geographic
context, his person and family, and consider the systemic social norm at the time of silencing the voices and
lives of women.
Here are some questions we’ll delve into. What we don’t finish on the first meeting time (Jan 11), we will
get to in the following meeting time (Jan 25). And of course, there may be other questions you may have,
so be sure to ask them!
1. In general, how does the author’s portrayal of Jesus sit with you?
2. What new thing did you learn about the historic person of Jesus that you didn’t know before?
3. In Ana’s first encounter with young Jesus, what does Jesus do—a small, easily overlooked action—
which nevertheless bucks the societal norm of systemically silencing women? (page 25, 158)
4. How does Jesus’ self-understanding evolve as the story progresses? (p. 213)
5. What are some different views of Jesus’ birth? (p. 151, 121, 142)
6. What are some common 1st century societal/religious rules or beliefs regarding women you’ve
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noted, and are surprised by? (pages 6, 21, 22, 26, 27, 35, 45, 74, 93, 112-13, 182, 198)
What are some ways women take control and exercise power despite their subjugation? (p 21, 22,
144)
Ana articulates her deepest passion or longing in a prayer she writes in a prayer or “incantation” bowl.
What makes her deepest passion or longing so difficult to realize? What is your deepest passion or
longing? Do you think it may be difficult, or easy, to realize? Why, or why not? (page 13)
How is Ana’s dream significant in encouraging her? (page 36-37) Note the role of dreams and
premonitions. (p. 65, 70, 79)
Ana’s mysterious aunt Yaltha is a positive influence in Ana’s life. What specifically does Yaltha say to
Ana that significantly encourages Ana in a particularly difficult situation? (pages 40-41, 57, 115)
Ana’s father, Matthias, reveals his thoughts about those who live in poverty, about why they are poor.
Do you share this view? Do others around you (government, family members, friends) share this view?
(page 20)
How does Ana’s understanding of God change as time goes on? (p. 98, 83, 123, 170, 191, 216)

Drop by the Church Tuesdays or Thursdays
If you hope to drop by the church to speak with either office administrator Andy Koopmans or Pastor David
Malina, you’re almost sure to find them there on Tuesdays or Thursdays during the week (Andy 9:30-12:30,
Pr. David 10:00-1:00). Pr. David of course can be reached at any time during the week; best always, however,
to set a time in advance.

Meditation Group Meets next on Tues Jan 10 at 12:15 pm
Following an alternating weekly schedule between in-person and online, (and among the in-person, alternating
between Christ Lutheran and St. Columba Anglican), the group will be
meeting next in-person on Tuesday January 10 at 12:15 pm at Christ
Lutheran Church Waterloo. If you haven’t yet attended, and you’re
interested in joining this group of about half-a-dozen to a dozen people to
practice this ancient Christian way of praying, send Pastor David a note and
you’ll be sent a Zoom link dmalinachurch@gmail.com. Check out these links
for more information about Christian Meditation Click here for the
international website or Click here for the Canadian website

Stay Healthy; Prevent Illnesses – A Recommendation
In harmony with recommendations by the provincial government and the Eastern Synod’s Bishop Michael
Pryse, the Church Council is recommending that everyone wear a well-fitted mask while in the church
building. Current staff shortages in local health care institutions, coupled with the unusually high number of
people needing hospital care due to respiratory viruses circulating in the wider community, lead us to
encourage each other to do everything we can to ensure our own health, and the health of others. At any
time, if you feel unwell, please stay at home and refrain from coming to the church building. Thank you.
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